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DAYS OF OLD. 
| No. 5. Movunr SInat. 


« And the Lorp said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in 
a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak unto 
thee, and believe thee for ever.” Three days were to inter- 
vene of solemn preparation, that the chosen people might be 
able to bear the presence even of the cloud which veiled the 
glory of the Eternal, the Holy One of Israel. What days were 
those in the camp! No more doubting, no more murmuring, 
no more disbelief, in the divine mission of Moses. He, the 
prophet of the Highest, whom some had been ready to stone, 
was now looked on with reverential awe, and his every step 
followed by thousands of anxious eyes. Minutely were his 
commands given, and unreservedly obeyed. Before them tow- 
ered the hill of Sinai; and what was there in that rugged mount 
to attract every gaze, to thrill every heart, to cause a tremor in 
every knee? Moses was setting bounds about it, making it a 
consecrated a peculiar thing that neither man nor beast might 
touch under penalty of instant death. 

There was little now to distinguish one family from another 
throughout the tents of Israel: one mighty influence embraced 
them all; individual peculiarities of character were for the 
tme lost in the one great feature of nationality. Israel was 
gathered together, and how had the Eternal addressed them, 
through Moses? ‘* Now, therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
reasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 
and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
tation.” Israel felt on that day as one man: man, called to 
hear the voice of the Supreme, Eternal God! 

Yet were there degrees in the intensity of feeling excited ; 
and such a heart as Jabin’s could scarcely find room for the 
expansion of which it was conscious. The third morning found 
him at the tent door, his face bathed in tears of hope, and joy 
and holy awe. Jabin doved the Lord his God; for had not 
that glorious hand delivered him and his people from a sore 

ndage, and thus far led them towards the fulfilment of every 
esta promise made to Abraham, and to Isaac, and to Jacob? 

ad not that powerful arm cut Rahab and wounded the dragon, 
and made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to 
pass over? Were not their frames cherished with bread from 

“aven, their lips moist with pure water from the stony rock, 
and their souls filled as with marrow and fatness, while they 
Praised Him with joyful lips? Yes, Jabin loved the Lord, and 
*xceedingly rejoiced that His glory was magnified. 

utlo! while the early sun throws far and wide the vivid 
ams of his uprising splendour, the highest and the brightest 
‘pot in view becomes suddenly dark. O how unlike the dark- 
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ness of Egypt was that darkness of Sinai! Under the one, 
evil angels were present, to terrify, to torture, and to dismay ;* 
within the other was shrouded the resplendent majesty of the 
Lord of heaven and earth. But thunderings, such as never 
before rocked the world, lightnings in the living blaze of which 
the sun sickened and vanished, with such a trumpet sound as 
caused the heart of man to pause in its life-throb, so exceed- 
ingly fearful was the grandeur of its unearthly tone—these be- 
spoke the approaching presence of the Eternal—who could 
abide that hour! 

In deep silence, stepping softly, upborne by a strength not 
their own, the whole multitude of Israel left the camp, led 
forth by Moses, to the nether part of the mount. Shall mortal 
hand dare to trace what followed? No: with reverence we 
take up the word of inspiration to relate it. ‘* And Mount 
Sinai was altogether in a smoke, because the Lorp descended 
upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke 
of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. And when 
the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and reached louder and 
louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice. And 
the Lorp came down upon Mount Sinai on the top of the 
mount; and the Lorn called Moses up to the top of the mount, 
and Moses went up.” Prostrate on their faces, doubly terri- 
fied at the departure of him whose divine mission they had 
more than once dared to question, in death-like stillness the 
children of Israel awaited the sequel of this unutterable scene ; 
and then the thunder ceased to roll, the awful trumpet ceased 
to roll, the lightning’s fitful flash gave place to the one broad 
sheet of living fire that wrapped the holy mount, and rising, 
overcanopied the earth, piercing alike the closed eyelid and 
the mantle’s fold that would have veiled it; and penetrating 
the inmost soul with irresistible light; and the voice of the 
Eternal was heard by man, and the Almighty Lawgiver pro- 
claimed the law of His commandments: the sublime code of 
Israel's King who liveth for ever and ever. 

Did not Jabin feel the terrors that caused every heart to 
quake? He did, but his soul clave unto the Lorp, for pro- 
tection, as it were, even against His own awful Majesty. To 
no other people were such fearful manifestations vouchsafed, 
because among nations no other was so near and dear unto the 
Lorp. The words of the law fell upon his ear; they also sank 
into his heart. To him the scene was not one of transito 
excitement, bnt an entering into covenant with hisGod. What, 
from henceforth, could be the voice of man to Jabin, what the 
clamour of his own passions, the murmuring tones of his own 
unbelief? He had heard the voice of God, and all else must. 
be to him as the rustling of leaves in a summer’s gale. When 


* Psalm Ixxviii. 49. 
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the multitude, overcome with the terrible glory, removed and 
stood afar off, Jabin was among them, but his heart removed 
not. Its language was that which David long after recorded 
as his own, ‘* O how I love thy law !” 


THE CLAIMS OF PALESTINE. . 

There has perhaps never been an age, since the tide of 
calamities under Titus and Hadrian swept the Israelites 
from the east to the west, in which Palestine and its associa- 
tions have attracted so much of the general attention as at the 
present moment. Now, Jew, Christian, and Mahometan look 
anxiously, nay, as it were, gravitate towards that country, as 
towards a common centre, whence has proceeded, and will 
ay oe. the vitality of a grand idea, which in modern times 

as been manifestly acquiring the ascendancy over the public 
mind—over the reflecting and the philosophic, as well as over 
the ardent and the enthusiastic. It is the universality of this 
idea, which is its most striking characteristic in modern times, 
as contradistinguished from those periods when its influence 
was traceable only on sections of the human family ; though 
even then, it was the by-spring if not the mainspring, of much 
that is eventful in history. Have not the Jew, the Christian 
and the Mahometan, equally consecrated the locality of Pales- 
tine? Do they not equally connect with it that which is most 
hallowed in their eyes, that which forms the pulsation of their 
spiritual life, that which has been the grandest and most exalted 
in the past, that which they most ardently hope for in the 
future ! 

Taking the Gentile interest only so far into consideration, as 
it thwarts or assists (or at least might be made to assist), that 
of the Jews; let us investigate what the interest of the latter 
really is. | 

Nearly 2000 years have elapsed since the solemn denuncia- 
tions recorded against backsliding Israel and their profaned 
abodes, have been awfully fulfilled. The Jew, since then, has 
wetted with his tears the scorched sands of Arabia, and the 
frozen steppes of Siberia; has bewailed his misfortunes under 
the willows of Babylon, and on the prairies of America. But 
driven about though he has been, amid the gloom of mis- 
fortunes, yet is his night not without its gleam. The awful 
conflagration which, 2000 years back, consumed that which he 
held dearest, kindled nevertheless a spark in his bosom, which 
nothing can extinguish: and though now it rivals the sun, 
now glimmers but as the glow-worm, yet will it always light 
his path, and go before him even like the pillar of fire that led 
his ancestors on their way. The desolation of Palestine, the 
conflagration of Zion, which had so awfully and so faithfully 
illustrated those parts of the national prophecies which refer 
to the misfortunes of His people, had also shed a light upon 
those other passages which foretell their future glory ; and this 
is the spark that the fire of the temple kindled in the heart of 
Israel. These misfortunes, so minutely predicted, and so ex- 
actly fulfilled, have ever been regarded as the surest pledge 
for the fulfilment of the glories equally predicted, by the 
same messengers. Indeed, deducting from these prophecies 
the full share of what refers to the second temple, and setting 
apart another portion, taken in a figurative sense, there still 
remains enough for the rational mind, upon which to base 
those hopes which the word of God holds out as sure, which 
tradition promises, which the Gentile expects, and the Jew 
ardently desires. No wonder then, that the religious Jew 
cherishes with intense love the remembrance of a country upon 
which he looks with the veneration due to a parent; that he 
makes it a special object of his filial care. No wonder then, 
that hopes and desires have found so suitable an echo in the 
solemn effusions of the Israelite before the Lord, both in his 
daily prayers and in those prescribed only for special occasions ; 
—no wonder that \these hopes and desires find frequent expres- 
sion in the various rites, observances, and customs that sanctify 
the domestic life of the Israelite, and, were it merely from the 
force of habit, direct towards Palestine the eyes of even that 
Israelite, in whom other considerations have diminished the 
intensity of his national feelings. This peculiar interest, this 
hereditary love for the country, must of necessity have reflected 


upon those Jewish settlers there, who, yielding to the powerful 
attraction produced through their religious feelings, have often 
exchanged comparative ease, security, and respect, at home 
for poverty, oppression, and contempt abroad, Such an at’ 
tachment to the soil of their fathers, such a heroism in fore. 
going all the comforts of life, in severing all those ties with 
which the domestic fireside, the native country, the place that 
shelters the cradle of youth and the tombs of immediate an. 
cestry, powerfully bind the human heart ;—such fortitude in 
bearing privations and hardships, endurable only by the utmost 
zeal in braving dangers not avertable by individual exertion - 
in short, a total suppression of all those powerful feelings in: 
compatible with the necessary resignation—and all for the 
mere privilege of being permitted to weep over the national 
calamities, in the immediate localities of their infliction :-—sych 
a heroism must, in whatever light it be taken, necessarily meet 
with universal regard, must win the sympathy of those who 
entertain the like, must wrest the respect, and even the admi- 
ration of those who, regarding such views as erroneous, yet 
possess sufficient self-respect to honour virtues as rare as the 

are venerable. Whilst the more indifferent Israelite has re. 
garded such settlers as pious zealots, whose sincerity at least 
deserved respect; the religious Jew has considered them as 
the stewards of those possessions from which he is temporarily 
excluded, as the guardians of the graves of his ancestors, as 
the vanguard to be followed in due time by the bulk of the 
nation ;—their very presence there, an earnest of the fulfilment 
of those glorious promises recorded for Israel in times of yore. 
Both the pious and the indifferent Jew, therefore, ‘have joined 
in displaying an interest for the country and for its Jewish in- 
habitants, by making the latter a special object of their bene- 
ficence. For centuries past, assistance to the Palestine brethren 
has occupied a justly prominent part in Jewish chanities; and 
in nearly every congregation, ‘special funds are raised for their 
support. Transient as such an assistance must always have 
proved, it was yet of the greatest moment to a population in an 
unsettled country, deprived of an efficient legal protection. 
Without means—nay, without the desire—of applying themselves 
to mechanical and rural employments, and even without en- 
couragement thereto on the part of their supporters, they were 
like minors, expecting to be provided with everything by their 
guardians. But whilst we freely admit the policy of a direct 
pecuniary assistance to our Palestine brethren in times past, 
whilst we own that at a period when the European Jews were 
themselves so backward in education, and could so little apply 
themselves to art, science, or mechanical pursuits, such en- 
couragement towards their Palestine brethren was not to be 
expected; we on the other hand declare unhesitatingly, that 
a continuation in that policy, under the present altered circum- 
stances, must not only fail to produce the good aimed at, but 
must, instead of relieving, entail misery, instead of diminishing 
evils, increase them. The civilized world has now outgrown 
that petty spirit of patronage, that merely doles out its pittances, 
without asking whether there could not be devised a method 
of relief by which a miserable existence could be changed 
into a comfortable one, a mean grovelling spirit on the part of 
the recipient, into an honourable and L Tiniandont one. An 
enlightened age, weighing and foreseeing the necessary conse- 
quences of destitution, understanding Nhietise the essence of 
charity and the duties of patronage, displays its philosophic spirit 
by investigating the sources of mendicity, “ad by applying the 
remedies to those sources, rather than by wasting strength 1n 1m- 
practicable, and therefore foolish, attempts to stop up ts 
numberless outlets and channels. An enlightened age, Im- 
periously demands that the means available for our brethren 
in the Holy Land, that the counsel given to them, be applied 
in such a manner as may tend to inspire them with a nobler 
appreciation of independence, and a desire for its attainment; 
with a view that idleness might be changed inte industry, des- 
titution into ease, ignorance into knowledge, and superstition 
into enlightenment. The duty so to do becomes still more 
imperious, when we reflect upon the truly fatal consequences 


which, under the present circumstances, threaten to follow 4 
disregard of it. 
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We now see great efforts made in the East, for the diffusion of 
knowledge and the advancement of civilization, Palestine, from 
ts important situation between Egypt and Syria, and from the 

rodigious physical resources of those countries, must, when 
the consequences of these endeavours for improvement shall 
have become more perceptible, act a principal part in the 
eyents of which, even in the natural course of things, these 
countries must again become the stage. Now, whilst all the 
‘nhabitants are enveloped in the same mist of ignorance, the 
Eastern Jew scarcely incurs more reproach than his Gentile 
countrymen, and his social and political state may not be de- 
teriorated. But what will be his fate when, while all shall be 
in healthy movement and progress around him, he alone re- 
mains stationary? It is a truth taught by every page of history, 
that a body of people, inferior in numbers, neglecting to make 
up for such deficiency by superiority of talent, industry, and 
enterprise, must necessarily lose its character as a body, must 
be swallowed up by the surrounding numbers, or drag out a 
mean despicable existence, an encumbrance ‘to itself and to 
others. Inferior in numbers, in skill, in industry and education, let 
ysask once more, what will be the fate of the Palestine Jew? Dis- 
liked by the Mahometan, hated by the Catholic, and tampered 
with by the Protestant, who are all located there, outstripped in 
all the honorable walks of life, his social, and with it his political 
state, will necessarily deteriorate; excluded from all respec- 
table callings, he will be reduced to beggary, or to disreputable 
means of subsistence ; he will be despised ; he will lose his self- 
respect, and become a running sore in the healthy body of Israel. 
This picture, melancholy as it is, may even be regarded as drawn 


with but too great a resemblance to that which the state of the , 
Palestine brethren is already beginning to present; as the state | 


of the Jews in European Turkey and in the Levant, unhappily 
testifies. ‘So long as they were superior in industry and edu- 
cation to their rivals, the Armenians and Greeks, so long as 
they were the only active agents in those countries, they were 
prosperous, influential, and respected. But when, of late, they 
looked on indifferently, rather retrograding than otherwise, 
whilst their competitors were progressing in art and science, 
they have been sinking into pauperism and insignificance. 

Shall we, can we, stand passive here, without making the 
slightest attempt to avert such a disaster from our distant bre- 
thren ; a disaster sure, although in an indirect manner, to befal 
ourselves in turn? Such a do-nothing policy, such an un- 
pardonable abandonment of all to decay, might have been less 
pene some years back, when no foreign influences were 

usily at work in the Holy Land; when no premiums were 
held out to apostacy; when the wretched state of its Jewish 
inhabitants was not taken advantage of in order to seduce them 
from the ee of their fathers.:—however miserable their 
physical condition, their heavenly portion was not then in 
jeopardy, But now, when we see their bodily necessities used 
as brokers for the bartering of their religion,—when we see that, 

egraded to an abject state of wretchedness, some cannot 

withstand the temptation,—when we hear their cries of anguish 
lr assistance, piteously resounding from one congregation to 
wother throughout the world,—is it not a sacred duty, imperi- 
ously enjoined alike by humanity and by religious ties, to come 
ward and to snatch them from that worse than physical 

ndage, that spiritual torture, to which those powerful temp- 
lations subject them ?—‘* What can we do?” will perhaps be 
“sked.—If you really wish to do something for so sacred a 
cause, at once assist those efforts now being made in many 
‘ommunities of Europe, for the establishment of schools, and 
an hospital at Jerusalem. These objects have so frequently 
and 80 earnestly been advocated in this journal, (especially 
th 08. 39, 47, 68), and have already found so loud an echo in 
: m of many sons and daughters of Israel, that we deem 
th Upererogatory to dilate further on the subject now. This, 

n, is the first thing to be done; not because the school and 
bee are the only beneficial objects which could at present 

Promoted, but because they are the most urgently demanded ; 
tag they constitute a beginning from which other advan- 
isaae grow out; and lastly, because considerable funds are 

®ady available for them. Mate is, however, another step 
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to be taken, which may be regarded as the consummation, or 
perhaps the extension of the first—certainly not less important 
than the first. This step, its consequences, and the manner 
of it, are lucidly set forth on behalf of intelligent Jews for 
many years resident in the Holy Land, (and therefore best 
competent to judge,) in some letters addressed to Sir Moses 
Montefiore, during his visit there, in the year 1838-9. The 
measure proposed is, the establishment of agricultural Jewish 
settlements in Palestine. Let the writers of the letters (written 
in Hebrew, and now before us translated into English), = 


for themselves. 
(To be Continued.) 


THE PERVERSION MANIA. 


The Annual Meeting of the London Society, for perverting 
the Jews, held onthe 3rd instant in Exeter Hall, was, according to 
the newspapers, ‘‘ the most crowded meeting of the season.”’ 
The annual income was stated at £25,325; being an increase 
on last year of £259; the balance in hand is £9528, : 

A criticism on the proceedings, would be scarcely more than 
a reiteration of what has been often said already; and we 
willingly spare our readers the mere repetition. One truth, 
however, cannot be too often insisted upon, for every day’s 
experience brings new proof in confirmation of it. It 1s, that 
among the supporters of this and similar societies, are many 
pious persons who really love Israel, and who are made to 
believe that they acquit themselves ofa scriptural obligation, 
when they aid the emissaries of this unhallowed association, 
in suborning now and then some worthless straggler from the 
camp of Israel, and in apostatizing and denationalizing him. 
A chief share of the responsibility of permitting these pious 
— to remain in their error, is therefore due to the Jewish 

ody, or rather to those who should be its leaders, and who fail 
in the duty to step forth, and adequately warn those in error 
of its fatal consequences to their own spiritual welfare, as well 
as to the peace of Israel. We repeat our conviction, and are 
prepared with evidence to support it, that such is the feeling 
with which the great body of English Christians interfere with 
the Jews, that it would be possible in a very few years, to 
render them auxiliaries in aid of our national efforts, rather than 
as now, obstructers and thwarters of them ;—to enable them 
indeed to realize the blessing which they covet, instead of 
unconsciously, as heretofore, acting as the thorn in our side, 
and, in plain terms, striving to become the greatest curse with 
which Israel could be inflicted. 

The following passages are marked at random, in our perusal 
of the newspaper report of the recent meeting ; but each must 
suggest its own commentary, for we have not space at disposal 
to supply any. 

“There was nothing more remarkable, than the increasing degree of 
interest which had latterly been excited on behalf of the Jews. This was — 
to be ascribed to a more intimate acquaintance with the word of God, and 
to a better knowledge of the character of the Jews themselves. Formerly 
no epithet was thought too severe to be applied to a Jew, but from a more 
intimate knowledge of them, we had been led to alter our opinions con- 
cerning them. The Jews, as a nation, (he spoke not of individuals,) were 


an intelligent, intellectual, and benevolent people, susceptible of all the 
finest feelings of sympathy and kindness.”’—Sir T. Baring’s Speech. 


“ Tt was a remarkable fact, that the numerous congregations of German 
and Polish Jews in this country, should have been left without a spiritual 
head for more than a year and a-half. Rabbi Solomon Hirschel, their 
late chief Rabbi, died October 31, 1842, and no successor had as yet been 
appointed. Considerable difference of opinion prevailed among the Rab- 
binical Jews, concerning the principles necessary to be maintained in their 
public services, as it regards the acknowledgment of the authority of the 
Talmud, and the numerous commentators on that vast compendium of 
Jewish theology and law. This discussion concerning the fundamental 
principles on which Rabbinism, or modern Judaism, is based, must, in the 
end, do much good.’’—Report. 


The Committee, having found it indispensably necessary for the proper at- 
tention to the important and responsible duties of the (Jerusalem) hospital 
department, to appoint asurgeon to assist Dr. Macgowan in his labours among 
the sick, had appointed J. G. Nicholl, Esq.,M.D., and member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, to that office. He will (p.v.) proceed to the 
sphere of his future labours very shortly. It had during the past year 
been one of the principal objects of the Committee to obtain by every lawful 
means, the'power of proceeding with the building of the church(at Jerusalem), 
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which was interrupted shortly before the last Anniversary. With that view, 
Mr. Nicolayson was directed to proceed to Constantinople in November 
last, in order to supply Her Majesty’s Ambassador with information, re- 
quired in the prosecution of his efforts for the attainment of his object; 
Her Majesty’s Government having rendered every assistance for the pur- 
pose of carrying the design of erecting the church into effect ; he being 
earnestly supported, as from his cordiality in the cause might naturally 
have been expected, by the representative of his Majesty the King of 
Prussia, a monarch who had taken so important a share in the affairs of 
the Jerusalem Bishopric and Mission. Although pressing matters of the 
highest importance, on the subject of religious toleration in the East, had 
necessarily delayed the decision on the question in which you feel so deep 
an interest, the Committee had received direct and authoritative assur- 
ances on which they may rest confident hopes of ultimate success. — 
Report. 


“ It was proper to state, that a right spirit prevailed with regard to this 
Society in the quarter of Her Majesty’s Government, whose local agent at 
Jerusalem had been of eminent service to the Mission, acting not only in 
conformity with his own feelings, but with the instructions he had re- 
ceived from the authorities.’”’—Sir G. Rose. 


“ Now certainly there is a great degree of dissatisfaction existing con- 
cerning some items of expenditure and matters of money, and I rejoice to 
hear, that it is intended that there shall be a sifting investigation of the 
entire affairs of the Society.”"—Rev. H. M’ Neile. 


“ Why, if I were a Jew, and took up your Report, and found that there 
was to be no temporal relief for the Jew, I should fling it down and say— 
‘These selfish Christians have some sordid purpose in view; they don’t 
care for their poor brethren in suffering. Let them keep their Gospel for 
me!” IJtis as much as to tell the Jew—* You are such a rascal that we 
will not trust you with any amount of temporal relief that your necessities 
and distresses may require.” We hear the Jews constantly spoken ill of, 
and we are accustomed to hear persons talk of men of business “ Jewing 
one another,’’ and of a man being “ a Jew’’ in his dealings, until we get 
insensibly to do great injustice to the character of the Jews. I do not 
think that a Jew is more disposed to be hypocritical than a Gentile, or 
that an‘unbelieving Jew is worse than an unconverted Gentile. We per- 
haps make him worse. A man is probably made worse in his moral 
character by the circumstances in which he is placed. The way to make 
a man a rogue is to suspect him. The way to make a servant honest is to 
treat him with confidence, and then you beget and cherish a feeling of 
honesty and uprightness; you give him a character to maintain, and you 
lead him step by. step to higher attainments.’”’—Rev. H. M’ Neile. 


‘‘ We see also distractions and divisions shaking all our Reformed 
Churches. There is the Church of Scotland, alas, how it is rent and 
sifted! This is the work of Satan; for whatever good there is in it, and 
whatever of holy faith, I believe that divisions and strife are always from 
beneath, and are therefore to be deprecrated and deplored, however good 
the motives or blessed the results. Thus it is in our own Church. What 
divisions and siftings have we amongst ourselves! We cannot boast of 
tranquillity. Everything seems to be gathering for some mighty storm 
and battle.’”’—Rev. H. M’ Neile. 


The Conversionist Magazine, or so-called ‘‘ Jewish Intelli- 
gence” for the month, devotes two pages to the * Dedication 
of a New Synagogue at Liverpool.’ Probably the Editors’ 
reasons for the unusual courtesy, may be inferred from the 
following statement; which forms their opening paragraph. 

‘** A great number of Jews in this town having resolved to separate them- 
selves from the old synagogue, accordingly bought a large house in 
Hardman-street (which was formerly a dancing school), and converted 
it into a synagogue, which has recently been consecrated.” __ 

A similar notice is given of a letter to the .4/l. Zeit. des 
Jud., from Dr. Frankel, the physician supported by Sir M. 
Montefiore, at Jerusalem, (vide our No. 71.) The Editors 
translate passages of Dr. F’.’s letter, which declare the apostacy 
to be consequent on destitution, and on the opportunities 
afforded by residence in the Conversion hospital. And these 
extracts are tendered as vouchers for their system ! 


We had designed to add to the foregoing, an extract from 
the report of an auxiliary society (‘‘ Operative Converts”), 
complaining of the disorganization of that establishment; some 
of the entrapped worthies running away, and some being turned 
out. There is a gratuitous libel in the report, to the effect 
that all this had been caused by the Jews!—Vide the manner 
in which the Jews refused even to entertain the subject, No. 62, 
p. 96. The contempt with which the Jews regard all Con- 
versionist schemes, and the blamable indifference with which 
they therefore permit such to be prosecuted, appear to afford 
immunity, if not encouragement, to all sorts of libellers upon 
Jews and Judaism. We are saved the occasion to deal further 


with the matter for the present; for The Times, on behalf of 


the defrauded paupers at our own doors, and Punch, on behalf 
of common sense, have taken up this “ scandal wonder” of 
our age. The racy article on ‘* Exeter Hall Pets,» jy last 
week’s Punch, is a palpable hit at the folly and wickedness of 
these things; and we recommend a perusal of it to Jew and 
Gentile. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, | 

The Russian Ukase again.—We lament to receive the as. 
surance from our German contemporaries, as well as from more 
direct sources of information, that, notwithstanding the revoca. 
tion so pompously announced in the papers, the Ukase has been 
and still is, in active operation! ‘The Orient of the 23rd ult, 
publishes a letter from Paris, which gives a circumstantial ac. 
count of what interest has been employed, in order to arrest 
the execution of that fearful decree. We find it denied, that 
the House of Rothschild has prevailed to effect its benevolent 
object; although the interviews of its Vienna representative 
with the Russian embassy, and the efforts made by the Parisiay 
branch of the family, are published in the German papers with 
considerable minuteness of detail, and without reserve. It js 
also due to the London house to declare, from our own 
knowledge, that its members have been by no means indifferent 
to the misery of the Russo-Polish Jews. What can be usefully 
done, still remains the question most difficult of: solution; for 
we confess ourselves unwilling to counsel any sort of demon- 
stration, in opposition to the Board of Deputies, who have un- 
dertaken the responsibility of dissuading all public appeals on 
the subject. We devoutly pray, that the policy which they 
are pursuing may be blessed with an early success, or it will 
indeed be too late.* 

The extreme delicacy of the case, is undeniable: for know- 
ing as all do the power of the Czar, and the improbability of 
his being dissuaded from his purpose, by mere invective, we 
can but repeat the regret which we have before expressed ;— 
that those public writers who deal with the subject, should 
give the loose rein to their indignation ; seeing that the poor 
victims cannot so be served. ‘* The Spectator” of Sunday, 
12th inst., treating the subject banteringly, in almost similar 
terms to those used by Punch some weeks since, has unfor- 
tunately afforded a handle to our old enemy of ** The Morning 
Post,” (vide that journal of the 14th inst.) for disparaging the 
Jewish character. On one point, the subjoined testimony of 
an experienced officer in the British service, (accidentally just 
now under review,) will be a sufficient refutation of the 
calumny. On the other, (the reception which the Emperor 
would be likely to receive from the par Bi Jews,) we appeal 
to the terms in which this exponent of Anglo-Jewish sentiment, 
referred to the hoped for visit of the Russian Emperor :—in the 
leading article of our No. 69, of the 22nd March last. We 
shall deeply lament, if any apprehension of discourtesy by the 
people of this country should prevent the Emperor's visit, and 
destroy the aspirations we had formed thereon for the peace 


of Europe, and for the interests of humanity. (Vide the 2nd 
page of our No. 69.) 


The Jews as British Soldiers.—‘“‘ So long as this world remained under 
its present constitution, and human passions remained uncontrolled, there 
must be some sort of discipline to keep order; but the rulers were not 4 
terror to the good, but to the evil. Persons denied the necessity of a fleet 
and a standing army, but if we looked over the country we should finda 
| body of police ten times more burdensome and obnoxious. He questioned 


| much whether they were not more difficult to be dealt with than a body 


of the navy or the military. When abroad, he had come into contact 
with many Jewish soldiers; and it was remarkable that they studied the 
word of God, and were noted for their bravery. In all the army of India, 
the bravest soldiers were the Jews, though they were few mm number. 
Their conduct, also, was highly respectable and moral.””—Speech of Major 


Jervis, H. E.1. ~ . service, at the Annual Meeting of “ The Naval and 
Military Bible 


Diss. iters’ Chapels Bill.’—This bill, now before parlia- 
ment, appears designed to leave the undisturbed possession of 


* Since the above was written, we have observed in the May number 
of the Arch. Isr., that the fugitives are already beginning to arrive 


Paris, where a subscription is being made for them. 
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religious and charitable foundations, to those congregations 
(not being Church of England), which, for (25) years, have 
received any given doctrines or opinions; whether such have 
heen contemplated by the founders or not; provided only that 
the language of the trust deeds do not exclude them, by strict- 
ness of definition or otherwise, 

So far as the documents politely placed at our disposal 
enable us to judge, the bill is wholly retrospective ; and the 
Jews, as‘ Persons who impugn the doctrine of the Trinity,” 
appear (by the act, 53 Geo. 3., c. 160) included among those to 
be protected from any litigation, in respect to any previous 
state of the law, as affecting religious and charitable trusts 
administered by them for the past (25) years. It is desirable 
that this ex-post-facto protection should include Jews; and we 
hope there is no doubt that it does so. 

There is another legislatorial question affecting the peculiar 

‘tion of the Jews, which, as we understand that it occupies 
the serious attention of the Board of Deputies, it does not 


appear expedient to have prematurely discussed in our columns. 


Jews’ Literary and Scientific Institution.—We congratulate 
the promoters of this truly national undertaking, upon the 
excellent auspices under which it is to be formally constituted, 
on Tuesday evening next. The sympathy of enlightened 
Christians has been liberally manifested, and, in our own ranks, 
the vague dread of appearing exclusive towards them, has given 
place to a generous emulation of those literary and scientific 
attainments, which command the respect of all enlightened 
men. Those among us more favoured by position and oppor- 
tunities, are awakened to the sound policy, as well as the 
sacred duty, of cheering on the mass of the community in 
pursuits which, not bolstering up the few at the expense of the 
many, elevate the whole class by the instrumentality of the 
individual; and give to all, an interest and an advantage in 
the success of each one. ‘The names of Cohen,.De Castro, 
Goldsmid, Montefiore, Rothschild, Salomons, Kc. are, as they 
should be, among the patrons of the new Institution; a 
guarantee fund has been already secured, and a numerous and 
respectable meeting is expected at the time advertised. 

Among the communications which have reached us in com- 
mendation of the project, is one from a teacher in an institution 
of similar character. He asks a pertinent question What 
is the reason we do not find more of your body connected with 
the existing institutions ?” He supplies us with an excuse, 
which we can scarcely use conscientiously, for the fault is now 
almost wholly our own. Let him repeat his question, when 
the Jews’ Literary and Scientific Institution shall have been a 
few years in successful operation. 


Opening of a New School.—A highly interesting and im- 


pessive ceremonial, marked the formal opening of a new 


charity school, recently erected in the rear of the Spanish 
aud Portuguese Synagogue, Bevis Marks. The morning of 
Sunday, 12th May, having been appointed for the purpose, we 
found the school room filled with the principal families con- 
ected with the synagogue; the children, to the number of 


137, filled the gallery, they were dressed alike, and all looked 


very cleanly and healthy. Of these, 94 were girls; of all ages, 
own to two years; and the whole of their clothing was the 
work of such of them as could ply the needle. The 43 boys 
Were all infants; those above that standard being admissable 
Into another school connected with the synagogue; whereas, 
is only other school for the admission of girls, limits the 
number. All being prepared, the president of the Mahamad, 
or Wardens, led in Mrs. Lara, the benevolent lady at whose 
cost the building had been erected, (vide vol. ii. p. 212,) followed 
y the other officers and their respective ladies. Their entrance 


was greeted by the children in chorus, chanting 
e 


(“Blessed is the comer in the name of the Lord, &c.) 
ect was thrilling ; for the voices were admirably attuned, and 
snot them, especially those of two girls who led, of that rich and 
ery quality for which the Jewish chikdren have been noted. 
h © May say of the chanting generally, that we have never 
Our sacred psalmody to better sdvenkige such was the 
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precision with which time was kept, and the credit reflected 
upon the training which they received. The gentlemen of the 
Beth-din, consecrated the building by a study of the sacrificial 
prescriptions, (which elsewhere, and in other times, would 
have been literally observed,) and by a very appropriate 
prayer and blessing, pronounced through their chief, Rabbi 
D. Meldola. One of the orphan school boys said the wtp. After 
the Hallelujah chorus, a little girl rose in the midst of her 
fellows, and recited a very neat poetic address from the pen 
of Miss Samuda, a young lady of the committee. It was to 
the purpose; being a well devised narrative of the origin and 
progress of the undertaking, clothed in artless language which 
the child evidently understood and felt, as well as made 
others feel. 

An examination followed ; and, considering that none of the 
children had been more than two years in training, they ac- 
quitted themselves very satisfactorily. The Rev. D. A. De 
Sola, examined them in their prayers, and the translation of 
them into. English; as well as in the Jewish creed. Mrs. 
Almosnino, tested their knowledge of English, the ten com- 
mandments, &c. Miss L. Lindo, examined them in the earlier 
chapters of the Bible. The president of the Mahamad, E. H. 
Lindo, Esq., now addressed the assembly. He explained how 
the appointment of a Board of Guardians of the poor, some few 
years since, had brought prominently to light the inadequate 
supply of education to the females and infants of that class of 
the community; and how this school had been established in 
consequence. He also acknowledged the munificence of Mrs. 
Lara, in providing the new building, when the pre-existing 
temporary erection proved too small; the land having been pur- 
chased by a grant from the congregation funds. In illustration 
of how great was the boon so conferred upon poor families, 
Mr. L. declared, that parents had been previously compelled 
to pay from 2d. to 6d. per day, to incompetent persons, for 
taking care of their families while they were seeking a livelihood 
out of doors; now, their infants were better tended physically, 
besides being religiously and morally trained, at a cost of one 
penny per week. This penny, it appears, is regularly paid; 
and a fund of £70 or £80 is already formed by it, for the 
future benefit of the children. The president concluded his 
speech, with an appeal in aid of this fund. It was liberally 
responded to by those present, including £5 each from Sir 
Moses and Lady Montefiore, Mr. and Mrs. H. De Castro, Mr. 
and Mrs. M. D. Lindo; followed by several others, whose 
names we regret our inability to note down; the total amounting 
to £130. H. De Castro, Esq. expressed, on behalf of his relative, 
Mrs. Lara, her sense of gratification with the whole proceed- 
ings; and he also, in appropriate and impressive terms, ex- 
horted the children to make the only return in their power for 
the benefits conferred on them. They listened with pleased 
attention ; and when Lady Montefiore added her promise of 
one shilling to every child at the close of the proceedings, 
their applause was enthusiastic. Among the acknowledgments 
paid to those whose labours had contributed to the success of 
the school, we take leave to say, that none had been better 
earned than those paid to the young ladies who constitute the 
working committee. We have gbserved before,.that for girls’ 
and infant schools, no superintendence appears so suitable to 
the working department, as that of ladies, well informed of their 
duties, and patiently determined to carry them out. We are 
content to stake that opinion on the evidence afforded by the 
schools of this congregation. ‘The childrens’ appreciation of 
their services, was attested by a bouquet of spring violets pre- 
sented to each member of the committee, with a couple of 
pretty verses contributed by a friend ; while to the lady most 
prominent in her devotion to the good work, Mrs, Almosnino, 
a neatly executed sampler had already been privately pre- 
sented. It was the spontaneous gift of all the school, by penny 
contributions; and every child who could do so, had helped to 
work it. This interesting circumstance was neatly i aS 
to the assembly by Miss Samuda. The Rev. D. A. De Sola 
now addressed to the children, a suitable admonition and ex- 
hortation, It was conceived in a spirit worthy of the occasion, 
as we are still better able to affirm from a more deliberate pe- 
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rusal, the opportunity for which has been politely furnished 
to us. (Could we hope to find room, we would promise some 
extracts in an early number.) | 

During part of the proceedings, the company were escorted 
to the basement story, and liberally entertained with a collation 
provided by the vestry; and at the close of all, the children 
sat down to table in the covered play ground, and were regaled 
with an excellent dinner of roast beef, plum pudding, oranges, 


&c.; their patrons and visitors attending upon them, in the 


literal sense, meanwhile. Thus appropriately closed the pro- 
ceedings of a day, admitted on all hands to have been one of the 
most gratifying which had been celebrated by that congregation 
for many years. . 

The building, though perhaps scarcely so well economized 
with regard to space internally as it might have been, and re- 
quiring to be better lighted, (which can however be effected 
at a later period,) is, externally considered, a particularly neat 
structure, and a fitting monument of the true Jewish spirit of 
the amiable lady who has devoted £1800 to its erection. May 
she be spared yet many years, to enjoy the fruits of her pious 
care! We were about to observe upon a misconception, con- 
veyed on the graven tablet over the entrance; the title of the 
school being MDX WW (the path of Truth) in Hebrew; and 
“ The Spanish and Portuguese Jews’ National and Infant 
School,’ in English. The receipt of a letter from a member 
of the same synagogue, animadverting upon the same error— 
the employment of the term “ National,’—enables us to leave 
the question in more fitting, though still not more friendly 
hands. ‘The letter shall appear in our next. 


The Future Chief Rabbi.—We have already received four 
foreign Jewish journals, which contain the formal announce- 
ment published in our No. 72. Our contemporary of Die 


Orient, promises to give his reflections upon this important 
matter, 


Jews’ Free School.—The public examination of this establish- 
ment, passed off with considerable éclat on Sunday last; a 
larger number than usual of the officers and supporters of the 
charity being in attendance. The children, as we are told, 
numbered between 500 and 600; and presented a very pleasing 
appearance (especially the girls) in their uniform dress; new 
suits of which had been presented to them at the recent 
anniversary, as then explained. The examination was for the 
sete part conducted by the respective teachers, Miss Barnett, 

r. M. Myers, and Mr. M. Angel; the results furnishing 
evidence of their own industry, as well as that of many of their 
ea The boys were occasionally examined by Monitors 

avis and Hyams, who acquitted themselves creditably. Great 
satisfaction was afforded by the examination concerning objects ; 
lessons upon which have been only recently introduced into 
the establishment. The children answered promptly, and exhi- 
bited (particularly Mr. Angel’s first class,) a tolerable acquaint- 
ance with the nature and qualities of familiar objects, their 
natural history, and their elation to experimental philosophy. 
The Yalmud Torah class, had made considerable progress in 
biblical studies, and recited passages from a Hebrew translation 
of Goldsmith’s History of England. We noticed the presence of 
two or three professional gentlemen, now or hertofore connected 
with similar schools on the continent; and we hesitate to 
adventure any criticism of details which are so peculiarly their 
province. Prizes were distributed to fifty boys and forty girls ; 
to which Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore added one shilling 
each to every child present, in token of their satisfaction with 
the proceedings. The President, H. H. Cohen, Esq., after 
addressing the children, and acknowledging with approbation 
the services of the teachers, (including Miss L. Harris,) con- 
gratulated the friends of the school on the increasing disposition 
of the parents to secure a religious education for their children ; 
the number of scholars not having been so great for twenty 
years. He also cautioned the comparatively few parents who 
were present, against the artful conduct pursued in order 
to fill certain conversion-seeking schools. The odes recited 


at the anniversary dinner were, as usual, now repeated; after 


which, Mr. Samp. Samuel moved a vote of thanks t, th 

President. He also applauded the improvements introduce 

into the school; and was glad to see the Dayanim present - 
he assured those gentlemen that their highest claim Upon the 
approbation of the community, would be consequent upon their 
superintending and taking an interest in education. The hymn 
Yigdal was chanted, and the meeting broke up much gratifieg 
with the proceedings of the day. 


Birmingham Hebrew National School.—The Opening of the 
new building is fixed for Wednesday next, the 29th instant 
Sir Moses Montefiore, with other patrons of education are to be 
present; and all are anticipating a repetition of those high] 
gratifying proceedings, which accompanied the foundation of 
the new structure. A very pertinently drawn address forms 

art of the documents transmitted to us; we regret our ina. 
bility now to do it justice, in the pre-occupied state of our 
columns. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Jamaica, 8th April.—The local journals contain a pleasin 
account of a public examination of the Beth Lemud schools. 
The pupils appear to have acquitted themselves very creditably, 
both to themselves and to their instructors. But it was a sti]! 
more gratifying circumstance, that on the subsequent election 
for honorary officers, there was a warm contest for the privilege 
of serving in so good a cause; and the charity derived addi- 
tional benefit from the interest so excited.—Zhe Jamaica 
Dispatch expresses the expectation, that our appeals to the 
home congregations, would be followed by a public expression 
of sympathy with the Russo-Polish Jews, similar to the 
temperate demonstration of the Jamaica synagogue, pub- 
lished in our No. 72. 


St. Thomas, 12th April.—‘* The Passover holyday has 


‘been a very happy one for our-congregation. The choir of 


boys and girls sang the Hallel in Hebrew, most exquisitely. 
Mr. Carillon, deserves all the praise that can be bestowed upon 
him ; for it is only nine months ago tliat he commenced giving 
them Hebrew lessons; and many of the children already trans- 
late the first chapter of Genesis:—his opponents think very 
differently of him. His Hebrew school numbers 72; and the . 
Sunday school 95. I have established also an Infant school, 
under the charge of a young lady of our congregation, for 
children under nine years of age. It is doing well, and 
numbers already 32 pupils, though commenced only last Purim. 
Mr. Delaval, a very clever man, educates the grown boys and 
girls; with very few exceptions, all the children above nine 
years old, go to him; so you will perceive that we possess 
within ourselves, materials sufficient to educate our rising gene- 
ration, without the aid of strangers.”—From our usual Corres- 
pondent. 

The Jews in Morocco.—Mr. Jas. Richardson, an Anti- 
Slavery missionary, writes us from Mogador, that—* the 
Emperor of Morocco has given orders through the consuls, 
“to reduce all European Jews, whether they be English or 
French, or of whatever nations, to the same level of disabilities 
and degradation, as the native Barbary Jews.’” We have not 
found, on inquiry, any persons here having connexions I! 
Morocco, who have received intelligence thence which causes 
them uneasiness. Under these circumstances, we are thankful 
to Mr. Richardson for his sympathy, but shall leave the matter 
in the hands of the Board of Deputies, whose attention he has 
called to it. | 

The Frankfort Movement Party.—The alleged purpose of 
many members, having power in the Frankfort congregation, " 
induce deviations from established usages, has led to the — 
withdrawal by the house of Rothschild, (by mutual consent) 0 
its promised donation in aid of a New Synagogue, (about £ 1400.) 
The report concerning the “ Protestant Jews,” in Frank 
copied into The Times from a French paper, looks very mue 
like one of last year’s ‘rumours, rechauffé. ) 
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REFLECTIONS ON REFORM IN WORSHIP. 


We owe an explanation of the delay in the insertion of the following 
lation, both to the lady who so kindly furnished it, (in March last, ) 
4 to our readers who were then promised an early publication of it. 
rid No. 68.) Its length, and the more pressing demands upon our 
Mince are our apology; and we hope they will also excuse the unavoidable 
ae ent of several passages, and the postponement of part of it to future 
ear It may be useful to repeat, that the original of this treatise, from 
my en of M. Cohen, has appeared in the Archives Israélites. Its tem- 
at * examination of the character and tendency of the rage for “‘ reform,”’ 
- developed in the French synagogues, is deemed likely to suggest a 
sractical lesson, both to those who resist movement, and those who hasten it 
rward, on this side the channel.—Eb. | 


{n religious matters, we ought above all things to be cautious 
of allowing ourselves to be dazzled by seductive theories, by 
anthusiastic projects of reform. The more lively the desire 
») disencumber ourselves of an ineffective past, the more 
ought the mind to guard itself against its illusions and its 
hopes. The modifications proposed ought to be searchingly 
examined; for, in religion, their consequences are immense, 
and one error may give birth to terrible results ;—good or bad 
in fact, all reform creates schism, and breaks down dogmatical 
unity; and even in this age of indifference, fanaticism for 
doctrines of this nature, sows discord among the masses. 

To weigh with conscientious impartiality the aim and scope 
their principles, to scrutinize strictly the wants of the times, 
the state of creeds and of civilization, to act only on the 
dictates, and within the rigorous bounds of necessity; these 
wre the first duties of all reformers. But, above all, they are 
bound to have reason on their side, and only to lay down just 
and true precepts, under pain of seeing their efforts fail by 
their own weakness, or by attacks founded on severe criticism. 

It is right to say, at the outset, that I believe in the necessity 
of a reform, I am convinced that there are many things to be 
done for the dignity of our religion, and I shall ever applaud 


with ardor, those who will act wisely for the interests of 


Judaism. But this profession of faith, will allow me to speak 
with candour and independence. Free from ancient prejudices, 
[ would be equally so from modern prejudices; and it is 


because I am sincerely a reformist, because I fear to see this | 


sacred cause compromised by hazardous attempts, made inoppor- 
tunely, or without reflection, that I desire to probe the sound- 
ness of the means intended to be brought into operation. I say 
itunder conviction,—Jewish reform appears to me to be struck 
out in a wrong track, and impressed with a grievous tendency 
to identify the Jewish with other worships. 

(The writer here alludes to the struggle for political equality, and the 


resulting endeavour, to render the Jews equal and similar to their com-- 


~ petitors in every walk. ] 
Thanks to noble efforts, Judaism can, in the arts, the sciences, 
. ad in all liberal professions, exhibit with glory before the 
eyes of nations, a crowd of eminent men, who prove that the 
“pis powerful in the trunk, not long since so Jonpleod. She 
my be proud of the artists, the jurisconsults, the literati, 
ud the philosophers, who, in the space of fifty years, have 
completely thrown off the yoke of ancient times, and have 
placed themselves on a level with the most elevated minds 
among their brethren of other faiths. But, this is the exterior 
uman life, there is something closer than these political 
relations, with which men associate their opinions and their 
owledge. There is an existence purely psychological, which 
establishes the intellectual relations of the soul with the 
reator—this is religion. 

It is without doubt an evil, but it must be acknowledged, 
religious ideas have not any powerful effect on the political 
she jepment of society nowadays. They are received notions 
be ch display themselves parallelwise, without touching or 
ne Btn. Utilitarianism, positive benefit, theories of govern- 

nt—these are the real idols of our times; and, unhappily, 


religion does not obtain a very direct influence over them. 
», 8 this well defined separation between religious and 
tes dogmas, which we reproach our reformists with not 


in tise understood. 


In their ardent desire to 
y all classes of Israelites into the light of social 
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science, to work out a happy amalgamation with the people” 


who surround us, they hope to attain this end, by approximatin 
the Jewish worship to that of the majority of the French! 
But therein lies the error, therein the danger. 

Religion, and above all, the Jewish religion, ought always 
to preserve her original and native type. Unique in the prin- 


ciples she lays down, she should likewise be so in their mani- 


festation. Every time she presents herself, we should be able 
to exclaim—*‘ It is she ;” and always to confirm her primitive 
identity. 

I say then, to all our reformists, hasten political assimilation, 
develop among your Jewish brethren sentiments truly French : 
this would be an eminently great and generous design; but 
beware of identifying your worship with the strange worships of 
other faiths! It has its individuality, which you should never 
efface ; it has its own principles, which you never can assimilate 
with any other. It is under the influence of this original iden- 
tity, it is in its special sphere of activity, that it ought to move 
and improve itself, if there be room for it. 

To the principal aim of working out an amalgamation of the 
two races, are joined yet other ideas, that I do not fear to 
call chimerical. Be it a vice of human nature, or the result of 
our position as a very small minority, I cannot decide; but I 
affirm, that among a great number of Israelites, it is deemed 
desirable, that on entering our temples, Christians should find 
nothing revolting to their religious customs! it is wished that 
they should understand all, appreciate all, and say, ‘ It is, as 
among us!” It is feared, that the difference of forms may pro- 
voke ridicule or criticism, and, as a remedy for this chimerical 
fear, they have recourse to imitation. But is it not strange, 
that it should be wished to assimilate principles radically oppo- 
site? Worship is the symbol of the wisi and for dogmas so 
widely separated, different manifestations are required. How 
can it be expected, that the simplicity of our Monotheism should 
put on the Pagan forms of Christian mysteries! No, no, let 
us preserve to every principle its entity and its characteristic 
aspect, and let us desire to appear only what we really are. 
Can we, by any chance, have to blush for the sublime prin- 
ciples, which form the basis of our religious system ! 

I have pointed out the double tendency, which draws us on 
towards Christian worships. ‘This tendency is revealed by the 
first reforms that are attempted. The reform of Metz has 
already borrowed, from the Protestants,—prayers in French ; 
from the Catholics,—the mélange of men and women in the 
same precinct. + * 

This assimilation manifests itself in other respects. Already 
do the functionaries of our temples invest themselves with 
profane names, The Shamas of our days calls himself Beadle, 
—we shall soon have the-Szisse, and the incense of the enfants 
des choeur! The Catholic organ obtains a general footing in 
our synagogues ;¢ the bar-mitsrah, is called the first com- 
munion; Our young initiates are catechumens ; the walls of the 
temple will by and by be found to be too bare, and it will 
readily be proved that we may adorn them with images and 
statues; and if we add to that, the inutility of circumcision, 
and the transfer of Sabbath to Sunday, (of which it is true, as 
yet, they speak timidly, but of which, however, they do speak, ) 
we shall only need to get over one step more, in order to 
awaken some day in a veritable Christian church! I know, 
it is not as yet an identification; but there is a fearful tendency 
towards it. I know also, that they will protest against this aim, 
and I even believe they will do so in good faith ; but what signify 
intentions, if the result be what I have pointed out? Now, I 
say conscientiously—lI think that I see in all the proposed re- 
forms, something breaking out which brings us nearer to 
strange worships. 


What will be gained by this identification? Splendor in the — 


+ The omitted passages are too strongly expressed, and might give 
offence to our Christian readers.—Eb. V. of J. 


t Let it be understood, that I do not intend to express here any criti- 
cism on the subject. The introduction of musical instruments into the 
temples, whether organs or others, has nothing in it intrinsically to be 
objected to; but it is the totality of the reform, the tendency which it be- 
trays, that I cannot approve of. 
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exercises of our worship? That is what many hope for; but | 


what I cannot approve: I am not an advocate for splendor in 
worship: when I consider impartially the aim of these re- 
splendent ceremonies in strange religions, I discover that they 
have no other object than to conceal, under a pompous veil, 
the fallacy and nullity of their doctrines. They seek to make 
that impression upon the senses, which they cannot produce 
upon the soul; and form a conviction that, if their principle 
were examined, it would be found full of falsehoods, they en- 
deavour to dazzle the mind and captivate the senses, with 
ostentatious representations. Those are the religions which 
have prohibited freedom of discussion ; those which have cast 
a veil over the temples of their deities ; those which have con- 
secrated obscure initiations; those which have surrounded 
themselves with mysteries, and proclaimed that which is in- 
comprehensible—divine. It is those which have been obliged 
to supply the people with brilliant and sumptuous spectacles, 

But if no advantage be gained by assimilation, on the other 
hand an invaluable good is lost,—religious originality! What! 
after having struggled for four thousand years, through the 
most formidable obstacles, and the most awful sufferings,—shall 
we have struggled against the Eastern world, and the Christian 
west, to preserve inviolate, and in its native purity, our dog- 
matic law ;—shall we have passed through twenty centuries of 
persecutions, bearing our precious burthen closely pressed 
within our enfeebled arms ;—shall we have watched over it as 
the apple of our eye, in order that, when the glorious day of 
truth shall shine forth, we may be able to elevate it before the 
eyes of all nations, free from every profane pollution ;—and 
shall we, notwithstanding all, in this age of independence, 
coldly despoil it of its sublime character ?—shall we allow our 
language, so rich, so expressive, to be lost and forgotten ; 
banished to the records of archaeology !—shall we renounce 
the most touching traditions, the forcible, vigorous simplicity 
of our rites, which coincides so well with that of our precepts, 
in order to identify ourselves with cold and empty worships, 
which cannot, even now, bring to their votaries either convic- 
tion or virtue? Ah! if you desire grandeur, draw it from your 
own sources, and be not pitiful plagiarists. You have in the 
glorious past, sufficient majesty; in the spirit of our re- 
ligion, sufficient power; to cause splendid institutions and 
radiant ceremonies to spring forth, which will at least bear 
the forcible impress of pure Judaism. Do not go thence to 
borrow from others principles, which, perverting your dogmas, 
would thenceforward be in flagrant opposition to your whole 
faith. Reflect, that religions, like nations, are near their fall, 
on the day when they admit to their bosoms heterogeneous 
elements. 


(To be Continued. ) 


‘“* Records of Israel.’’—Erratum, in the review of this book 
in ge number ; line 15, for ‘* without trial,” read—with a 
trial, 

Mr. Benj. D’ Israeli, has literally dazzled the reading public 
by the brilliance of his genius, as exhibited in his last political 
novel. It contains a series of passages having an extraordinary 
bearing on the Jewish people, and their rdle in the great drama 
of social life; a subject upon which Mr. D’I.’s views are the 
more striking, from the fact of his own Jewish origin; his father 
abe some years since withdrawn from the synagogue, (as it 
is said from pique.) We have at present seen no more of the 
work than is contained in reviews; but the sensation which it 
creates, is our warrant for calling the attention of our readers to 
the statements put into the mouth of Sidonia. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Unauthorised Catechisms in Jewish Schools.—The letter and remon- 
strance of Mr. H. Guedalla, need not be published, so far as concerns the 
institution to which he more immediately refers; for we have now received 
a formal assurance, signed “‘ S. Moses,’’ (Treasurer, ) that the master of the 
school has, for some months, and on his own authority, discontinued the 
use of the book. | | 

Jewish Hospital and Industrial Schools for Jerusalem.—Received from 
the pupils of Mr. Cohen’s academy, Dover, 14s. 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


Received for Review.—‘‘ Address on the Position o 
Britain,’ &c., by Moses Samuel, of Liverpool. « 
religiésen Interessen des Judenthums,’’by Dr. Z. Franke] 
—Report of “ The Conjoint Committee, appointed to 
possibility of amalgamating the three Orphan Charitie 
Israélite.’’ 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. ~~ 
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Friday 24th of May 6th of Sivan 
Sabb. 7 ee Festival of Pentecost. 
Sabb. Ist June 14 1. Portion for the Week NW) #« 


* For an explanation of this Festival, vide vol. i. p. 129, 
** For a dissertation on this portion, vide vol. ii. p. 179, 


OCIETY FOR RELIEVING THE AGED NEEDY. — 


The Twenty-first Election for One Pensioner, will take place on Sunday, the 
2ist of July, 1844, at No. 7, Castle Street, Houndsditch, betwen the hours of Six 
and Eight in the Evening.—Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully lenelved 
by the President, Vice-President, and Treasurer. 

2, Duncan-st., Red Lion-st., Whitechapel. 


J. JACOBS—Sec. 
OTICE.—WANTED, by the Congregation of Portsmouth, 


a Reader and a Np Sy3. Also a Hebrew Instructor, Lecturer, and 
Secretary: the election for the above offices is fixed for the 19th day of June, next 
—Applications with references, to be made forthwith, to Mr. H. M. Emanuel, and 
Mr. Simpson, Elders, Portsea. 


msn 
for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 


Jewish Persuasion.—Established 5580,—1819. 
The Committee of Management of the above Institution, give notice of a 
Vacancy for One Pensioner. Further particulars may be obtained by applying to 
2, Great Prescott Street. 5S. SOLOMON, Sec. 


INAUGURATION OF THE HEBREW Na. 
TIONAL SCHOOL, will take place on the 29th inst, 
Special service at the Synagogue at 2 o’clock. Dinner at the School Room at 
5 o'clock. Tickets 12s. 6d. each, may be had by early application to the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Barnett, Bennett’s Mill, Birmingham. 
N.B.—Sir Moses Montefiore has been pleased to accept the invitation of the 
Committee, and will be present. 


“ERMAN and FRENCH LANGUAGES.—The under. 


signed, a native of Hanover, having been for many years professionally occu- 
pied as a public teacher in Germany, and also as tutor in several private families of 
distinction, respectfully announces his intention to give instruction in the German 
and French languages. He is permitted to give reference to gentlemen of high 
literary standing in London, and has the honor to possess testimonials from the 
Superintendant General of the Hanoverian Schools, (Mr. Kohlrausch,) the Rev. 
Dr. Adler, and many other gentlemen of known erudition ; including Drs. Jost, 
Zunz, Salomon, Mannheimer, Riesser, Kley, &c. 

23, Mansell-st., Goodman’s Fields, H. D. OPPENHEIM, Doct. Ph, 


EWS’ LITERARY and SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION. 


q A Public Meeting, at which the Friends and Members of the above Institu- 
tion are earnestly requested to attend, will be held at the Jews’ Free School, Bell 
Lane, Spitalfields, on Tuesday, the 28th of May, instant, for the purpose of recei¥- 
ing the Report of the Provisional Committee, to elect a President and other honorary 
officers, to determine as to a locality, and on general business for the constitu- 
tion of the Society. Hananel De Castro, Esq., Patron, in the Chair; supported by 
the other patrons. The doors to be opened at 6, and the Chair to be taken 7 o'clock 
in the Evening, precisely. Pata | 
M. S. OPPENHEIM—Hon. Sec. pro tem. 
Seats will be provided for Ladies. 


R. ENOCH, Inspector of the Jewish School in Altona, 


’ being here on a visit, is desirous to take back with him two pupils, in 
addition to the one for whom he has already engaged, in order to complete their 
education in Hebrew, the classics, the modern languages, polite literature, aC. 
The young gentlemen will be privately instructed, and become boarders in Dr. E.'s 
own family. Further particulars may be obtained of Dr. Enoch, at No. 13, Bevis 
Marks, St. Mary Axe, or of A. L. Moses, Esq., Finsbury Circus. 


EWISH BOARDING SCHOOL for Young Ladies, by 
Madam Jackson, under the direction of L. Jackson, Professor of language, 
and legal translator to the Court of Appeal, at Brussels. x 
This Institution, established in the most salubrious suburbs of Brussels, offers 
the best pledge of a solid and moral education for young ladies of the Jewish ae 
suasion; and unites the greatest attention to the comfort of the puils, with ape 
reasonable terms.—Reference can be made to the principal Jewish er 
Brussels ; as also to the Right Rev. High Priest of Belgium, Dr. Loeb, under w 
immediate superintendance the religious instruction of the Institution is placed. 
Brussels, May 5604—1844. | 
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